Multi-copy nuclear pseudogenes of mitochondrial DNA reveal recent acute genetic changes in the human genome.
Four nuclear pseudogenes homologous to the 10031-10195-bp region of the human mitochondrial genome were detected by constant denaturant capillary electrophoresis. Among them, one pseudogene is present as at least five copies in each cell, in accordance with our previous observations of multi-copy mitochondrial DNA pseudogenes. The presence of multiple identical copies of pseudogenes suggests that the human genome underwent a series of genetic changes, including gene amplifications, very recently in evolutionary history, i.e., within the last 390000 years.